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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet 
Zo run a-muck and tilt at al! I meet. 


I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 


Thieves, Supercargoes, Starpers, end Dircclors. Pork 
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EXECUTIONS AT DERBY. 








There are moments to mercy peculiarly given: 
When mau is béw'd down with afflictions frum heaven, 
Yhe heart that is sad ts to pity inclined, 

While it feels for itself, it can feel for mankind. 
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THOSE who do not permit an alledyed state necessity to 
overpower the commou principles of humanity, are asto- 
nished that the sentence of the wretched beings condemned 
at Derby should have been carried into eflect, at a moment 
which the executioners of that sentence are eage r to desig- 
nate as one of the greatest national calamity. That the 
death of the Princess Charlotte should have been immediate. 
ly followed by such a scene of blood as that exhibited upon 
the scaffold at Derby, is as shocking to the understanding, 
as it is abhorrent to the feelings. Was the vulture of law 
so cager for the banquet of m: angled carcases, that it could 
not fast through the solemnity of those funeral preparations, 
which we are told will inhume a// the virtucs of humgnity, 
and all‘the hopes of England. Was it decorous, at a mo- 
ment, when ALL BUSINESS was desired to be suspended, 
that the EXECUTIONER ALONE should pursue his 
SANGUINARY AVOCATION; and that the AXE 
should be raised for human slaughter, while all the imple- 
ments of peaceful industry were ordered to repose?) ‘That 
the WARNING OF HEAVEN should have been re- 
turned by such a deed, is one of those unacceuntable cir- 
cumstances which the present administration has been des. 
tined to exhibit. The time chosen for the termination of 
this dreadful tragedy is quite in aeiean with the spirit in 
which the prosecution was conducted : and is not amougst 
the least of the offences against common fecling for which 
the present administration will one day be called upon to 
answer, But these trials were destined to complete th 
disgrace, in the same proportion, as they marked the success 
of the ministry. iu every other prosecution, they were 
saved some portion of ign iominy, by their de feats. In these. 
their success has filled up the measure of that contempt in 
which they are so deservedly held. ‘There only re mains to 
be noticed with proper condemnation, a few circumstances 
connected with the catastrophe, which evi idently indicate 
the manuer ia which the uwhappy beings who have becn pre. 
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maturely forced out of life have been (reated during their 
incarceration. 

The ministerial prints, in despite of ther knowledge of the 
fact, have constantly asserted that Oliver, the infernal agent 
of the ministry had nothing to do with the late mockery of re. 
beltion. In support of this assertion, they have asked WHY 
the parties accused did not accuse this same blood-hound, 
Oliver? They know the reason as well as the fact; but 
for the information of the public, it shall be re.stated. 
THEY HAD’ NO OPPORTUNITY OF ACCUSING 
OLIVER. At the trial they left the case to their cownse/, 
and never was any case worse managed. But they w/gh/ 
believe the declamatory nonsense which they coxld not 
understand was exquisite argument in their favor. ‘They 
might believe, that their untutored interference might de- 
stroy the hopes they were unhappily led to entertain in 
their confidence upon their counsel, They might have beeo 
told that the less they said for themselves, the more lenty 
they would receive. There are men capable of promising 
all this; and betraying such promises when made, Kng- 
land is as conspicuous for villainy as virtue, . Both are to 
be met with in the highest degree; and there may be a 
college of the former at Derby, as well as in London. 
After the trial, what means had the poor betrayed convicts 
of communicating with the world?) The mere agents of 
thetr accusers were always around them. Nothing could 
be spoken but in the presence of some hireling ; and no 
stranger, no one likely to be a faithful reporter could gain 
admittance. Brandreth is reported to have been perfeetly 
silent on the subject of the foolish enterprise in which he 
hadacted. But WHO has said that he was silent? Who 
has told the world of his obstinacy, and persevering deter. 
mination to say wothing 2 Why the man, or the priest 
rather, who when Brandreth it was feared could speak, 
and when Turner did speak, came in front of them, and 
PREVENTED ANY FURTHER OBSERVATIONS! ! 
This is the evédence upon which we are to believe, they did 
not impeach Oliver! when we have (heir own cvidence, in 
spite ef all this precaution, to, demonstrate that they did 
accuse him as the author of all their misfortunes, ‘The 
official reports are that Brandreth would not speak of the 
origin of the plot. Yet he is heard to hag bagsd bah OLAV ER 
HAS BROUGHT ME TO THIS! LT SiOULD NOT 
(WAVE BEEN TERE BUT FOR OLIVER AND 
THE GOVERNMENT.” it 


And ‘burner on the scailol 
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after all his sflence, exclaims---@ THYTS IS 
VER AND TILE GOVERNMENT! But the Chap- 
Jain, anxious perhaps for the ercdit of some expected pa- 
tron, like a true priest, but with jess Jibcrality than a Ca. 
tholict one, prevented the confession--.closed the lips, or 
overpowered the voice of a dying man, and shut ont, as far 
asin him lay, a!l intercourse with the world, to one who 
had not five minutes to live--.to one who had been cer. 
tremely devout-e-to one who had been deluded by a human 
fiend, and was not permitted at such an awful moment to 
vindicate himself by the denunciation of his deluder, There 
is something so inguisitorial in all thiss--something so re. 
pulsive to fecling, so shocking to nature, that we can hard- 
ly believe that we are commenting vpon an occurrence 
which has taken place in Evgland. We would recommend 
an abandonment of the name. New Spain would suit our 
modern habits much better. 

Some faiut hope was indulged that no wretch could have 
been found to undertake the barbarous part of the task 
of carrying the sentence into execution, The hangman of 
the place, it was‘said, excused hiaself from ignorance of 
the business of butchering. Probably the man had some 
Jeeling left; but to have alledged that as an excuse, might 
have cust him his regular employment. Yet misery can 
make men wretches of any description, aad amongst the 
thousands that want bread, it was hardly to be expected, 
that some one would not be willing to earn it: by stooping 
to the barbarity of wantonly mangling the bodics that 
could no Jenger feel the strokes of impotent vengeance. 
‘Lhe spectators shricked involuntarily when the man se. 
vered the head from the bleeding (runk ; and the great ma- 
jority refused to witness any longer the sanguinary specta- 
cle which the government had get up for the amusement and 
edification of the people. The few that remained express. 
ed the indignation they felt by groans, and hisses. But the 
JAVELIN MEN, and DRAGOONS WITH DRAWN 
SABRES who were ready at the bottom of the street, 
drew nearer, and the legal mangling went on, Mould 
to heaven, the means of strbsistence in-an honourable way, 
had been in the power of every one, that those who wished 
for the execution might have been compelled to. have be. 
come the executioners. Perhaps the victims might not 
have then been saved; but the company of hangmen would 
have received a right honorable addition; and perhaps the 
profession might have beeome sufficiently honorable to 
have had a grand master of the order, with a proportiona. 
bie salary to. keep up the dignity of the ofiice.* 

For those whe have been professionally instrumental in 
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* Paine speaking of the punishment of hanging, drawing, and quar- 
tering, justly observes——** Phe cficet of those cried speeticces exhibited 
to the populace, isto destroy tenderness, or to excite revenge ; and by 
the base and false idea of governitg men by terrar, instead of reasou, 
they become precedents, Ft is on the lowest class of inaukind that 
xoveroment by terror is intended te opepate, atk itis on them that it 
operates.io the wortefect. They have sense croughto feel, that they 
are the objects aimed ad: and they inthetin theiv turn the examples of 
errer thes have been instracted to praetise.’” “dt may perhaps be 
/ poid that it signifies nothing to a man what is done to tim after he is 
dead; but it signifies much to the diving; it either tortures their feel- 
says, or hardens their.hearts; and in esther ease it instructs them to pu- 
RBA, when pewer falls into their paupdg,”? 
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ALL OMI. ! the convictions that have terminated in $0 repulsive and ab. 


horent a manner, the deepest sensations of pity must be en. 
tertained. The man who is content to become the hired 
accuser Of those whom he would as willingly be hired to 
defend, were he out of office, is entitled to some contempt: 
yet the hour must arrive when his salary will not console 
his feclings—when he may douse that salary, and yet re. 
fain those feelings—when the prize of victory is no longer 
the contest—when all the interests of the moment are pass. 
ed away—and when the public otlicer returns to private 
inte—and ought to carry with him the repose of private 
life. At that moment, Sir Samael Shepherd, and his col. 
leage Sir Robert Gifford may regret that they should have 
been instramental in procuring verdiets against men as trai. 
tors, who rather deserved whipping as blockheads :—they 
may then Jameut in vain, that their names must be associat. 
cd with the execution of a senteneec, certainly severe, 
though not entirely unmerited; and at a moment, when 
above all, the heart should have been softened into mercy, 
and the sword of law SUSPENDED, if vot sheathed tor 
ever, Atthat moment, all the folly of the mangled vic. 
tims will rise in expiation of their crimes :—and the exal. 
tation of the minister will be Jost in the revret and sorrow 
ofthe man, But regret will then be usetess, and sorrow 
unavailing. INeither wealth, nor title can eal! back the 
gushing streams of life—nor still the lamentation of the 
orphan, nor calm the distraction of the widow. ‘The mis. 
rule that provoked misery into guilt will then be apparent 
in its true colours; and the violation of the rights of the na. 
tion be some apology forthe vivlence of the people. ‘Then, 
measuring their conduct by purer law than special plead. 
ess promulgate. or ex-ollicio hirelings of the ministry dare 
acknowledge, they may sink into the grave lomenting the 
personal advantage, and the allurements of a paltry ambi. 
tion, should have led them to sap the barriers of. those pro- 
tections of the people, which must lead to. the anarchy of 
revolution, or to the despotism of a military government. 
‘To the ministry we make no appeal. From them there 


is no hope; all are fraflors with them who dare oppose the 


corruption of their beloved system of discretionary powes. 
All are seditious who expose their innumerable abuses of 


assumed authority—all are blasphemous who dare to suspect 


their hypocrisy—anud all are dangerous envmies to the state, 


who dare to speak the truth of their misrule, ar hint at the 


necessity of reform. ‘This the friends of freedom must fer 


the moment endure, Yet buta little while. and truth 
shall be triumphant, and public liberty prevail. By re. 
moving the causes of crime, crime shall cease, By re. 


moving the cause of discontent, discoutent will cease alse, 


The nation, recovering the rights of men, will act as men; 


and, seated on the throne of. justice, by a radical reform, 
law will not need the assistance of sanguinary sentences to 
intimidate those into submission, which it cannot learn obe- 
dience through the means.of atlection, and the advantage 
of, benefits conferred, We will indulge the idea, that 
crime, however clevated, may be reached at last—that the 
seductive traitors may be fastened on the hurdle, that the 
wholesale robbers may adorn the scattold—and vice, being 
shaken from her throne, will find no refuge in the cottage, 
while labour can secure competence; and while health 
and industry may hope for happiness and peace. 
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LSPLERS OF THE BLACK DWARF | 
al | 
Brom the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bouze at 
Jupan, 


Thy welceme letter arrived in good time ; and to hear 
even ceasure from a friend is better than to receive praise 
from auecnemy. Ll know thou art anxious for my welfare, 
and wouldst guide me smoothly through the paths of life ; 
but 1 was destined to sail on troubled waters, and to climb 
over the steep and barren hills of bootless dithculty. * Some 
like the calm, and some enjoy the storm ;’? thou art destined 
to repose ov che bed of immoveable prejudices, { am em. 
haiked upou the roughest sea of clashing opinious. Our dit. 
ferent course will account for our dillerenuce of sentiment. 
Stretched on the couch of ease, thou art at leisure to 

tiew all the peculiarities of the horizon. Sailing on 
the rising wave, lL cana but catch a passing glance at the 
elysium which I cannot enter, But the bark must 
eventually anchor, and the ship-tossed sailor enjoy an 
everlasting rest. ‘ihe toil that does not sabdue is plea. 
sant to (he remembrance ; and the labour that even wears 
out the mind, is preferable to the indolence which covers it 
with rust. “Phe arrows of calamity are incessantly flying, 
and no one can tell how soon they will light upon himself, 
ihis trite remark has been here illustrated in a most 
melancholy manner, Phe young Princess of these rgalins, 
who has been married but afew mouths has expired, with 
her ietent, which did not even live to breathe. Thou wilt 
not expect me to mourn mercly for a Princess; but 1 mvirst be 
permitted to regret the hapless fate of the wife, and tive 
mother—and to “commiserate the afiliction of the husband 
and the father. And these claims are the more powerful, 
-as the partics for whom they are claimed have not yet dis. 
played the vices and the insolence of power which tuo often 
disgrace the highest stations by the meanest decds. ‘The 
political life of this Princess has been short. She has only 
beew emancipated from the dominion of her governesses 
_for a short period, Uer character was a compound of 
spirit and generosity. Fettered in the cradle of pomp and 
etiquette, she had learned to dislike, and to despise it. She 
was actually accustomed to walk on foot, and to ride on 
horseback, without attendants ; a thing very uncommon for 
princesses. She was the presumptive heiress of the throne, 
en the demise of her grandfather and her father; and on that 
account much political feeling was concentrated in’ ber 
welfare. It was hoped she had imbibed those generous 
principles of liberty and truth which might render her reign 
a blessing to the nation, already tired of a system of misre- 
presentation, and borne down with the weight of the im. 
posts oi the state. ‘The reforms that were ddsired hada rest. 
hug place upon her supposed sentiments ; aud the next age 
was promised the realization of the wishes of the present, 
All these hopes are blighted: and the nation is left to pur. 
sue its dreary path through the wilds of uncertainty. 
Allare now iu mourning, as it is called, in this country, 
The public festivals are suspended—the theatres are closed 

—the lottery is not to be drawn—and the people are all 

rdered to wear decent bdack, The citizens must be con. 





tent to catathome: and the courtiers to wear sahles for 
sume mouths. The roc thins are here regulated by am officer 
called the Lord Chamberlain, who not only prescribes the 
colour which is to be worn, but the exact pattern iu which 
the cloth is to be cut. The se ‘ntlemew are therefore vot 
only directed to wear black coats, but they must have ne 
or tine pocketshales. To such a 


battons on the sleeves 
e ot 


nicety of appears) do they have recourse in (he violenc. 
that grief which ts described as a nati ia Calamity > oud so 
trifling can the mostentightencd appear ou the imost inport. 
aut and serious occasions, The tities of the papers vie 
with each ether in the most preposterous recomim 
ty evidence the strength of their loyaltw, and the viole 
of their grief, One laments that the villainous news-boys 
should disturb the awful stitiness of sorrow by rudely crying 
the calamity about the streets; not recollecting that to 
remedy the evil, he has only to decitue privting his paper, 
until the griefis a dite abated. Another gg ey the 
peo, le of the metropohs te close their shops; but forgets 
himself to dvop his usual avocations, aud exhii sit the Cxtent 
ef his affliction by dropping has pen, aud closing the oilice 


of his publication, 


' 
, 4 § so 
nidatons, 


y3Cce@ 


It is easy, very easy to point out rhe path to others, 
which we do not intend to tread ourselves 5 and this affeet 
ed care for decorum is only the evidence of an affected 
grief, Death is only felt acutely by the wind, when itatlacks 
some one personally dear to the affecaons. ‘The general 
sympathy we feel for the misforiunes, even the most SUVETO, 
of those to whom we are unknown, caw never be suliciene 
to induce a suspension of our ordinary business. The 
death of beauty, youth, and insocence orcurs every day, 
Without occasioning a sigh to the mullitude who hear of 
the occurrence. The funeral of the wife, aud the mourn- 
ing of the husband, are foo frequent to produce generat 
affliction, Hach seems to expect it will be one day his 
own fate fo mourn for himseli, and he is consequently spar. 
ing of the tears he sheds bw others. As aprivate grief, 
the death of the princess win occasion the regret of many, 
but the afiliction of but few ‘The surprise which ae 
occurence so unexpected owas calculated to inspire, 
has almost passed away: —and the nation begins te 
enquire into the political consequences of her death. 
The writer who recommended the shutting up of all 
the shops; instead of hanging and drowning himself foe 
g.ief set himself about to examine how many yet survived im 
the line of succession to the crown!) ‘Phe Princess has six 
uncles, and her father is yet alive, who must all wear the 
crown, and their descendants also, if they should have any, 
before the labour of this cditor could have been needed, 
But every thing is uncertain avd things the most unexpected 
may eccur. ‘Therefore, to be before hand with fate and 
time, the man turned over all the gewealogical tables upon 
which he could lay his hands, and has obli: ged the country 
With the consoling intelligence, that should it be deprived 
of all the royal family how re side ‘nt in the empire, there are 
vet considerably more than an hundred now living, whe 
ace ain @éneal succession, and would have a most undoubted 
right to mount the throne, and fake care of the nation! 
Among these claimants, by descent, and consequently hy 
rivhe divine, the ¢ three mearest are the present Ling of 
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#¢ WVurtemberg, Prinee Paul, his brother, and his sister 
** FrepericaA BuoNAPARTE, married to J ue ee BUO. 
* NAPARTE,” and haying a son JEROME NAPO- 
LEON, now three years old, who may in the course of 
time bless the people of this country with a true Buona. 
partean administration. ‘This, saysthe profound calculator of 
gencalogies, this scarcher after the musty claims of desce: it, 
and mouldy parchment rights, is a ‘* grievous pros. 
pect;’’? but then he recollects, although George the Third 
has nozs, no grandchild, ‘Syet all his sous, and probably 
““ more than one of his daugh ters, are still of an age, at 
“Swhich a proper marriage might ‘be hoped to produce 
S¢ offspring,’? ‘This comfort still; and the fear of 
wanting a snccessor to the throne may be removed perhaps 
half a century, to the great joy of all who think that 
kings are so badly paid, that they may one day refuse to 
govern the nations which cannot expect to subsist amoment 
without them. But lest, my friend, this consolation shou!d 
not be sufficiently cordial to keep up the circulation of the 
blood, in the ensuing winter, the Genealogist says there 
are a couple of Princes of the House of the Duke of 
Bruuswick, named Charles and William, aged 12 and 13, 
very fine dads, whoin the course of afew years, may make 
very promis ing kings of a nation, to the concerns of which 
they must be utter strangers, * 

tL have endeavoured to make thee comprebend the nature 
of that legitimacy for which thiscountry has been lighting 
for such a length oftime at such an expense of blood and 
treasure. It has been to preserve the crowns of all coun. 
tries in alineal descent, as a matter of right and aprinciple 
of religion which cannot be shaken. For this it was 
» pecessary to put down Napoleon, who was only descended 
from his own parents, and they were not of the blood royal. 
orat Jeast it could not be ascertained that he had any 
direct voyal progenitor. Down therefore he must go, and 
down he went by the treachery,of his statesmen, and the 
united arms of the legitimate race. And whatis now the 
result. The NEPHEW of NAPOLEON is GREAT 
GRANDSON tothe KING OF ENGLAND; aud by 
lineal desccat, may one day claim the throne of that coun- 
_ try man now detains his uncle a prisoner as an illegitimate 
usurper! here my frie nd, is a most blessed triumph for 
Lord Castlereagh! here is a glorious result of a twenty. 
. years war, and the celebrated deliberations of the Cougress 
_of Vienna. What a pretty treat for the observers of in- 
consistencies would it be, to see Lord Castlereagh humbly 
bowing at the levee of his master in the person of a young 
sprig of the Napoleon line! how would his lordship recon. 
cile to the descendant, the persecution of the head of the 


Se Seca 
* The research of the genealogical editor having been very hasty, and 
his eyes very ofien bedewed with tears in his researc h, he requests the 
favor of his correspondents to correct any error that ne may have com- 
suitted, and one of them sends him the following very important letter, 
Which he duly inserts :— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE — 
Sin,—I believe you will find, on inquiry, that there are two elder 
| brothers of the late Duke of Brunswick now living, one blind, and the 
other an idiol; they, of course, if competent, would precede the present 
duke io the succession to the British throne, Tam, Sir, &c. 


Nov. 10. A CONSTANT READER. 

Now, thou art aware, that under the absolute hereditary system, 
wich it is said isabout to be introduced, no disqualifieation is of any 
momo, Avy Ching in Spain willdo for a king, 
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race ? how would he unsay all his tirades against Napoleon, 
and compliment the virtues of the Bouapartoan dynasty! 
Buf what say Master Bull to all this. Nothing. Ife has 
not yet cot out of his stupor. And there are yet hopes 
that the race of Brunswick will be preserved at home by 
proper seb , accompanied pe rhaps by proper divorces, 
hou wilt naturally ask why the princes of the family are 
not married <—and when 1 tell thee, they are prohibited 
from chusing for themselves whether they will marry or not, 


thou will accuse the laws of injustice, that deny to princes 
ihe blessings which woman was born to cy ynfer upon man, 
This conclusion is not however quite correct. One or two 


of them, 

‘ { Is, 0 
Sous and daug 
i avery natural way. 


though uumarried, are yet fathers, and have both 
Hiow ! thou wilt exclaim, Why truly 

The laws that deny them wives, are 
not creel enough to ferbid them mistreyses ; and mistresses 
are sometimes as fruitful wives. Thou mayest ask, why 
the children, if recoguized as such, are not permitted to suc. 
cecd to the throne in their turn. They are dlegé/imate ; 
and as only one of the parents was of the ‘blood royal, there 
ig a mixture that reyal and national delicacy cannot toler rate 
to wear a crown. ‘To be sure Jerome Buonaparte, the 
father of the young Napoleon who may put in his claim, is 
also of plebian extraction, but on the continent they are not 
so particular. ‘The szeord of his brother rendered his mar. 
riage lawful, aud his issue Jegitimate-—-even legitimate 
enough for the British succession, if the Editor in question 
be of suilicient authority. ITow the attitudes of nations 
change their aspect to each other, This child may unite 
the "ea ‘reditary claims to the crowns of France and England ; 
and a descendant of Napolegn rule the land with the re. 
sources of the continent, and awe the ocean with the British 
ficct. It is possible, however, that America may dispute 
the one, and Russia again exhaust the other. ‘The prospect 
of tranquillity is again destroyed. 

The English Court will probably be from this moment 
only a scene of intrigue for the eventful succession to the 
throne, since every probable claimant will endeavour ta 
consolidate his strength for the hour of trial, France will 
profit by the suspense ; she has already assumed a warlike 
attitude—has announced conscriptions—and is preparing to 
refuse the contributions that degrade her. ‘The speech of 
the French King is such as Napoleon would have made 
after a year’s repose. France begins to feel her force ; and 
the King, perhaps tired of being the agent of degradation 
to the country over which he nominally reigns, has thrown 
himself into the arms of ministe rs, who are anxions to re- 
place France in her natural situation. Poor Louis is re- 
proached with ingratitude. But he may reply that he was 
placed on the French throne by the Allies for their own 
purposes, and he finds he cannot remain there but for the 
purposes of France, Speculation and conjecture are now 
again on the alert, and the political horizon is filled with 
clouds through which no eye can penetrate. From such 
unexpected causes arise the troubles of the European world, 
that the death of this young princess may plunge the whole 
of Europe into a war of which no one can perceive any tere 
mination. How careful ought they to be of royalty !* 

Thy friend, Tae Brack Dwarr. 


* There is much of uncertainty and contradiction in thé various re- 
ports circulated of the decease of the Princess, At first it was said she 
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The Editor received the following Notice from the Soli. 
citor of the Treasury last evening :— 

IN THE KING’s BENCIL 
THE KING 
against 
THOMAS JONATHAN WOOLER. 

Take Notice that the issne joined in this prosecution 
will be tried at the sitting of Nisi Prius, to be holden by 
adjournment after this ‘Term in and for the City of London, 

Dated this 11th Day of November, 1817. 


H.C. Larcuriesp. Solicitor for the Prosecution, 
Jo Thomos Jonathan Wooler tie Defendant, 


and 
Mr. Charles Pearson his Attorney. 


—— 
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EDITOR. 
Sir, Derby, 9ih Nov. IStT, 
Much animadversion has mast deservedly been made by yourself, and 
others, respecting the celebrated Mr. Cross, in the late trials, which 
have terminated so tragically in more sen-es of the word than one; but 
Iam rather surprised that his manty colleage, Mr. Deuinan, has set 
almost entirely escaped censure, on the same melancholy eceasion, In 
my humble opinion, he never should have advised his untried clicuts, at 
the suggestion of any cross-gratned lawyer in the three kingdoaimea, to 
plead guilly ef Ghe very crime, which Mr, Beoman himself pleaded 
wost powerfully (hat they had never committed, namely, High Treason. 
Why were not the whole trials allowed to proceed, in the hope, that, 
AS the juries were beginning to see things with more merciful, if vot 
impartral eyes, ONE Engliohman of twenty-four remaining juries might 
have been found to stand out on this almost: self-evident principle.— 
Riot, chance medicy homicide, theft, or even civilmurder, bas certainly 
been the result of tumultuous meetings, such as the Luddites bave long 
held in various places; but there is pot a particle of evidence to prove 
to the satisfaction of an able man, that popular treason or rebellion 
were on foot, unless indeed the late élack acts have now converted rivé 
and Ludditism into High Treason. <A single juryman among the large 
number of two hundred and forty, surely might have reasoned as above, 
and he alone would have produced an effect, similar to what occurred 
‘on avery memorable verdict, founded upon an adherence to truth 
alone, Both Denman and Cross were in duty bound to give the accused 
every chance of escape, which law, justice, reason, or even mercy, 
might have afforded during a long succession of jury trials, whatever 
inconvenience that protracted process might have created to the judges, 
and all other parties concerned. The self-condenned culprits could not 
bave been in a worse predicament, than they are at present, however 
much their counselled confession of guilt may have confirmed the doom 
of those riotous murderers, who have actually suffered as traitors and 
rebels; because it is not the interest of any Government to make more 
blood flow, than will actually keep its measures afloat, whatever 
the inclination of any notorious individuals may be; the volunteer 
rebels consequently would merely have been transported by the sen- 
tence, which still awaits their eandour, humility, and faith in legal 
counsel, Different conduct would probably have proved the means of 
Facrificing one rather than ¢#ree victims toa civil death, besides secu- 
ring the fame of Mr, Denman, as an upright advocate, without thie 
smallest alloy from any cross purpose crucible, (). 


- 





died of spasmodic affection: which frequently occurs, and is as easily 
removed, The Traveller of Monday has alaboured, and an apparently 
contradictory account, which ought to be reconciled with itscif, It 
says that areport had been published by those who opened the body ; 
and, we suppose, upon the authority of that report, it says—** Tt appears 
** that in the interior conformation of her Royal Highness, there was a 
want of muscular energy, which unhappily subjects ber to pangs be- 
youd what aatare could endure ; and from the same cause, the anima- 
tion of the infant was suspended, very shortly before it should have 
seen the light.’ We very strongly suspect this is medical nonsense— 
but what shall we say of the following scntence—‘* The organs were all 
** perfect, except in one or two particulars, not immediately connected 
** with her particular situation,”? The account of the physicians re- 
tiring to bed is contradicted ; but it is said that Dr, Croft was engaged 
in altempting to restore animation te the child, when the princess wis 
attacked, Dy, Sims wast only consulted, He did not attend the princess, 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

Our Prans-granipian fricud” as carly as possible. 

* Joke Bull” way rest assured that the Editor will “ nediher re 
tract,” nor retreat, until honesilv convinced, and fairly beaten. 
Sume men defend cowardice as discrction, which that jolly old 
hero, Falstaff, calls ** éhe éelier part of valour.” All the “ Joka 

Bulls” of this deseription had better prcfer their claims ov the 

treasury, for being peaccadie and loyal subjects in these trouble 

some times, 


it 
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"OPINIONS ON REFORM. 


LETTER I. 
To the Editorof the Black Dwarf. 

Sirn,—You were so obliging as to insert in one of your last numbers a 
few cursory observations, on a speech, reported to have been delivered 
at Newcastle by Lord Grey; in which bis Lordship asserted, that, he 
thought ** the ifouse of Commons, withall its imperfeciions 00 tS HEAD 5 
one of the best securilics the people of this country Ever had for the 
preservation of their freedom.” 

Lhose abservations presented themselves on the first blush of the 
occasion; and L have since examined with much surprise the records of 
many furmer speeches in whieh tis Lordship has taken quite adierent 
view of that degenerated and rotten part of our legislature; and I 
shali trouble you with afew more authorities in supportof his former 
opinion. Lar be it fromine to impeach the motives of siucerity ofa 
british nobleman who has ever manifested a loathing of corruption, and 
whohas preserved himself unspotted from its infectious and spreading 
contagion, During alorg and upright career as astatesman, be bas 
constantly advocated the people’s rights and endeavourcd to redress 
their accumulating grievances. It would be the height of ingratitude 
to attack that truly noble integrity, which, without flattery, lL may pro- 
nounce as unsuspected and pure as the honour of aristides ; and it there 
be any fault in his character, it isa sternness and Aristocratical Jofiiness 
Which does net make sufficient allowance for the weakness of human 
nature, vor Jet itsc!€ downto a devel with the world. Nothing has been 
sO injurious to the cause of REFORM iS those intestine divisions Which 
have ,split us inte adverse parties, aad prevented that mutual yielding 
and conciliating spirit absolutely necessary to insure success. There 
are certain writers, who, the momenta public character dissents frown 
their own peculiar creed, load him with a diseriminate abuse, and de- 
nounce him for a base and unprincipled defection, Putting aside the 
arrogance of assuming such a dictatorial power, be should be especially 
mindful that hisown character be unexceptionable, and that the accv- 
sations of jealousy and self interest do not revert on himself. These 
civil contentions among ourselves are what delight our enemies, and 
disgust our friends; and it is an illiberality resembling the intoierant 
bigetry of those faggots who blaspheme the calling and religion ot 
Christ by consigning to hell flames all who will not subseribe to their 
own contradictory dogmas. It is remarkable too, that this fault apper- 
tains to some, who, of all others have had the most need to claim since - 
riiy for their own repeated and quondam tergiversations. Ile is surely 
most illiberal who denies the sincerity to another he claims for himself ; 
aud in so doing imitates the purulent viciousness of those renegadco 
apostates who are daily and quarterly canting on the ** rise and pro- 
gress of popular disaffections,” and raising the adulterous war whoop 
of church and king;—men who formerly scoffed at revelation, oosed at 
every pore with maw kish sentimentality, and gave into all the excesses 
of revolutionary democracy. Accustomed to remark. the springs of 
humanactious, you must, Sir, have noted how these wretehes strive to 
geton good terms with their outraged conscicuces, by attacking their 
former assuciates with the most virulent acrimony — like the hardened 
rogue who tarns on his pursuers with the old cty of ¢ stop thief.” 

Hlowever much we may differ on the less important details of this 
momentous question—a reformation in the present representation of the 
British pcople, we-must, Li think, all agree with Lord Erskine, ** the 
‘* principle of reForM is to equalize and simplify the elective franchise 
‘*—to make the body of electors too large for individual corruption, 
‘* and the period of choice too short for temptationmand by tve subdi- 
‘* vision of the places of elections, to bring the electors together without 
‘* confusion, and within every man’s reach.” 

And it was well observed by Sir Robert Wilson, on alate county 
meeting, that ** We are not bound to propose any specific planof re- 
‘* form: we have a rightto say to the Parliament, * constitute yourselves 
‘the Grand Jury of England to try the question, whether the people 
are represented or not—if not, if you find a true bill against the pre- 
sent system, then consult the statutes of the reali, constitasional 
usages, and enlightened integrity for the details of improvement, 
Let not disunion be created amongst you, by prematureahd unsezson- 
able discussions; answer your interrogators when they press you te 
state the extent (0 which you propose to carry economy, reirench- 
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"6 ment, and reronm, that you willhave it to the extent your necessities ] firey, tt was offered tobe proved at che Lar of the House, thatthe ere 
. . . P ’ { © g at 


** require, the coastitulion justines, and wisdom approves.” 


** There may be varieties of colours in the vesture, but let there be no 
reut.” «Inthe authorities Lam about to cite, Limean no disrespect to 
lierd Grey, but merely wisi to recal to his remembrance the memory 
of past scars, in which himself and his friends have so eloquently exposed 
the baseness of the House of Commons, and so indignantly reprobated 
ifs destruction of our liberties, [tis natural that as depravity is remoy- 
ed from our immediate view, it should ne longer appear in such black 
and disgusting shades. When accustomed to deformity it becomes less 
odious, and: by long habit the mind 1s assimilated to that which iLonce 
regarded with the greatest horror, ‘Tais is most strikingly exemplilied 
in the present Coutidence in the finances of the country, Tired with the 
failure of repeated prophecies, the sense of danger nas subsided y and 
because the storm has blown over in the morning, it is takeu for granted 
the eveniog will be fair and tranquil, Formerly, national incambrances 
wad @xcessive taxation were beheld in their true light: The minister 
prefaced bis budget oration to the House by regretting they were ne- 
cessary for the safety of nation, He established a Sinking Fund to 
liquidate the deans; aud the revurn of peace was the promised tand of 
Canaan, where were to terminate all our exertions, and where we bad 
tu look for the reward tor our endurance, But now that we are become 
habituated to these evils—now that it is discovered one loan procreates 
another, and one war begets others in infinite succession, the jackals of 
corruption call the national debt a surplus of income and capital, and 
cite Lxchequer Bills and incouvertible pap4r as stable and tinmperishabie 
fiches! When it isdiscovered that the Sinking Fund has not and cannot 
effect the objects of its pretension, Dr. Colquhoun and the pharasaical 
eciibes of the Treasury are alarmed at its rapid operation, aud terrified 
lest it should too speedily discharge the debt! ** War is a thing destra- 
ble, ov its own accovunt—loary and taxcs ave the certain means of making 
n patton rich and tlourishing,—commerce prospers most under double 
imsurance, and numerous captures—trade is rendered more productive 
by turning industrious artizans into idle soldiers and sailory—the more 
ofour capital is sent abroad in supporting armies and feeding needy 
allies, the richer we become at home !{!"’ 


Sach, Sir, is the paradoxical wra in which we live; and such the 
cravings of that gullibility for which we have ever been so remarkably 
comspicuuns, 


Much the same somniferous tendency has of late years crept over that 
gacty who first detected the imposture of a pretended representation ; 
aad who first pronounced a recurrence (o the first principles of the con- 
siituliog indispensable (oO save thiy empire trom EVENTUAL ruin aud de- 
moralizativn, And L twg leave to refresh the recollection of those 
wha bave siumbered for many years, by ruking up their obsolete opi- 
gtons, and commentating on the fulfilment of their predictions, 


That the great man, Sir William Curtis, should Jelare before the 
Livery of Loudou, * tn his conscience be believed the House of Com- 
mons te be as pure a representation as could possibly be,” cannot bea 
matter of weader taj these who khuow that he always leaves his pelicy 
in bis seaty and that it may at all times be contracted for at so much per 
ih, according to the market price. Neither is itany thing surprising that 
on the last motion of Sir Prancis Bardetls, Mr. Ward should have as- 
rerted that de conceived ** ihe borough of ld Sarum an integral and 
fundameotal part of the British Constitution,” it being well known the 
honowable gentleman is as much devoted to Mr. Canning as an old 
woman dotes on her grandchild, or the president of the Board of Con- 
troul sity uader the thamb of Lord Viscount Castlereagh, Nothing else 
could be expected of that man whe can one year adore Mr, Fox, and 
the meatidolize at the shrine of William 2iti—be who is sa sensitive of 
the anost puling alarms, must ever be led by any frothy speech-monger 
who can dater bis vanity, satisfy his credulity, or operate on bis fears. 
bin id is matter of astonishmeat thata man possessing the strength and 
constancy universally ascribed to Lord Grey, who has himself personally 
witnessed and withstood the corruption ef the honourable house—it ts 
ecriainly a litle surprising, that when to:tering on ts foundation, and 
that when beld in universal contempt and hatred he should pay it the 
least tribute of respect. One would have thought he had rather accele- 
rated. its destruction, and had taken the credit justly due to himself for 
having given it many mortal stabs, ** Were the evils of the American 
* warvothing?) These were, in hisamiod ENTIRELY owing to the unequal 
“and corrupt representation in Parliameni.”— Parl, Reg. anno 1,93, 


p. 364, Mr, Grey. 

Atis worthy of remayk that the first mi!lign was funded in the session 
pissing the triennial agt; and amethber who opposed the septennial 
bill (17ie) emphatically teld the Comipons, ** they had turned lhe dagg:r 
into the bowels of the constitution.” 


—v 





body of people were excluded from ali share in the election of mem. 
bers, and that the *S majority of that Honourable House, were returned 
by the proprictors of rotten boroughs, the influence of the Treasury, and 
a few por rfnl fanilies.” 

The late Sprakxen Mr. Abbott openly stated, that the practice of 
buying and selling seats ts ** as netoriony as the sun at noon day.’ Even 
he has been known to shew 4 nervous susceptibility of what was pleasant 
and agreable to the faction; and ** i know not how it is’? ssid Lord 
Chatham, ‘*there isa modesty in this house, which does not choose te 
‘* contradict a minister, Even your chair, Sir, looks too often towards 
** St. James's, T wish that genilemen would get the better of this mo- 
‘Sdesty, If they do not, perhaps the collective body of the people may 
* begin to abate their respect for the representative.’—See Debrelt evi. 
IV. p. 296. 

The petition alluded te above, presented by Lord Grey, and signed 
hy the members of the Society of the Friewps of the Prorie, associated 
for the purpore of obtaining a PanuramMentary Reronm, certitied 
among divers other matters—** Your petitioners complain, that tae 
‘Selective franchise is so partially and unegually distributed, and isin se 
*f many instances comm tted to bodies of wen of such very limited num- 
** bers, that /he majority of ysur honouralle house is clected by less than 
** fifieen thousand electors, which even if the male adults in the kingdom, 
* be estimated at so low anumber as THREF SOLLIONS, is not more than 
** the two hundreth part of the people To BE represented,” 


‘© PRIVATE PARLIAMENTARY PATRONAGE; an abuse which obviously 
** tends io exclude the great mass of the people, fiom any substantial ine 
*¢ Auence in the election of the House of Commons, and which in its pro- 
* gress, threatens tousurp the sovercignty of the country, to the equal 
** danger of the King, of the Lords, and of the Commons,”’ 


** By these two means, a weicht of parliamentary influence has been 
*Sobtained by certain individuals, forbidden by the spirit of the laws, 
*\ and in its consequences nivst dangerous to the liberties of the people of 
** Great Britain,” 


** Your petitioners are the more alarmed at the progress of private pa- 
** tronage, because it is rapidly leading to consequences which menace 
** the very existence of the constitution,” — Presented in 1793, 


*¢ Our constitution ica constitution founded on the cternal and immute 
‘Sable laws of nature ; a constitution whose foundation and certre ie 
** liberty, which sends liberty to every man that is, or may happen to 
‘* be, inany part of its conference, Taxation and representation are 
** coeval with, and essential to the constitution.’—Lorno CAaAmMpEn, 


‘* The privileges of the greatest and the meanest subjects stand upos 
“the same foundation; itistherefore the highest interest of your lardships, 
‘as it is your ROUNDEN DUTY, to watch over and protect the rights af the 
** people. The liberty of the subject is invaded, my Lords, not ouly in 
** our distant provinces, but athome. Tne proeLe Ane Loup IN their 
** complaints, they demand redress, and until the injuries they have ré- 
** ceived are redressed, they will never return to a state of tranquillity, non 
‘*ovuent THry: for in my judgment, my Lords, and I speak it nownry, 
‘+ better were it for them to perish ina glorious contention for their 
** rights.than to purchase a slavish tranquillity at the expense of a single 
** jota of the constita ton, The constitution at this moment étands via- 
‘fated; and until that wound is healed, until the grievance be re- 
** dressed, it isin vain to recommend wnion to parliament ; in vain (e 
** promote concord among the people; if we mean seriously to unite the 
‘nation withinitself; on ANY oTHER IT Witt NEVER WI TO SEE TOL 
* unITEeED AGAIN.’’- Lorp CuatTnam on Mr. Wi/kes's case, 


The great idol, William Pitt—the * immortal,” the heaven horn minis- 
ter? —the ** prot who weathered the storm’ — yes, even this man, (whose 
very existence future generations will execrate as the greatest calamity 
that ever befel a civilized nition,) has himself declared that “under 
the present system no Aonest man could remain minister.’ That wholes 
sale consumer of blood and treasure he who monopolized office for 
twenty vears afterwards who increased fourfold the burdens of the 
country and the corruption of Parliament—Ae who was told to his very 
face by Mr, Fox thht he had ‘‘ bestowed no fewer than 11a ¢ifles, in- 
** cluding new creations and elevations from one rank to another; how 
** many of them are to be ascribed to national services, and how many 
** to parliamentary interest, [leave the House to enquire.” — WVood/falls 
Debates, anno 1797, tii. $30. 

** Towards the close of the American War, Mr. Pitt saw the cerrtipe 
** condition of Parliament from the defect in the representation of the peo- 
** ple, with the eyes of a mature statesman , the eng!e-eves of his father 
* had seen it before him, and the thunder of his eloquence hed madevit 
‘Stremble, Lord Chatham had detected and exposed dhe rank corrupe 
** tion of the House of Contmons as the sore cause of that fatal quarrel, 


“Cand left it asalegacy to his son to avenge and to correct 1t."’-- Bre 


a 


Joa petition presented in 1793, by the Hon, Charles (now Lerd) { stiue’s Pamphlet on ihe War.” 22d Cd, p. 7, 





689 Till BLACK DWARF. 700 


That unworthy son did indeed when in opposilin, Sometimes manifest 
an ift@ntion of reforming. In 782, Mr. Pray ieterved to the Ameri- 
can War asa demonsttuiion of the necessity of Ketorm., © You see 
that so uefective, so inadequate, is the present praciice, at leastof the 
“s elective franchise, that no impression of national Calamity, no convic- 
 gionof onisterial error, Go abborrence of disustergus wai, are sulli- 
** cient io stend agatost that corrupt influence which has mixed itselr up 
6 with elecuon, and which drowns and stifies the popular voice.” 


lie agsin.urged in 1783, that ** FRilhout a reform the nation cannot be 
6+ safe ; this war tay be put an end to, but What will protect you 
avast another ? As certainly asthe spirit which cogendcred the pre- 
*aent war actnates the secret councils of the Crown, will you under the 
* jutiuence of u defective representation beinvolved again in new wars 
aed iu similar calamities.” ** The defect im tie Represestation is the 
‘ational disease, and unless you apply a remedy directly to that di- 
“ sease you must inevitably take the consequences With Wiheh ills preg- 
nant.” Jo 1783, this Right Honourabie gentleman pronounced a pro- 
phecy, since mostawfully fulilied. * Withouta Parhamentary Retorm 
* you canned be safe against bad ministess, yor can even good ministers 
*“beefusetoyou.’ Lilt’s Specckes, Matchard, Piccadilly, 180], 


April 18, 1785, ona motion brought forward by himself for a Reform 
in Parliam ot, wasone of the last attempts he mace to overset the Bo- 
rough trallic. *S He Knew there was a sort of squeamish and maiden 
* coyness about the Howse in talking on this subject; they were oot 
“sery ready to talk in that house, on what, at the same time it was pret- 
“* ty well ucderstoud out of doors, they had mo great objection to nega. 
‘carte, the purchase and the sale of seats. To conguer the corruption that 
*Vevtsted in those decayed boroughs, would be acknowledged an impossible 
** aitempt. The source of our glory and the muscies of our strength 
*s yore the pure character of freedom, which our consiitution bore, fo 


“essen that eharacier, to taint it, was to take from our tials a part of 


“Sour vigour, and io lessen not only our importance, but ow energy 
“swith ourneighbours. The tempta ions were too great for poveriy to 
** resist, and the consequence of this corruption was so visible, thai some 
‘ olan of reforming the boroughs had clearly become absolutely neces- 
“sary, The purity of representation was the only true and permanent 
** source of such confidence: tor though occasionally bright characters had 
* risen, Whe, in spite of the general corruption and depravity of the 
“day in which they lived, had manifested the superior influence of in- 
* tegrity and virtwe, and had forced both parliamentand people to coun- 
a 


© 


** England to leave theit fate to the chance of such characters ofteu 
“arising. when prudence must dictate that the certain way of securing 
** their properties and freedom was to * parify the sources of represeata- 
** tion, and to estabiish that strict relation between themselves and the 
** House of Commons, which tt was ihe sriginal idea ef the Constitution 
“Sto ereate. Jlerecommended tagentlemen net to suffer their minds to 


** be alarmed by unnecessary fears, and hoped they would come to the 
** cousideration of this business, without fearing that it would lead to 
** consequences that would either ruin or alaria us,” 


This was one of the last attempts of Mr. Pitt to reform those abuses 
which aman of his acuteness could not but discern, and could not fail to 
foresee would, wnredicssed, be the destruction of the country, Efe wis 
afterwards swallowed up is the vertex of that corruption, which be 
streve to destroy, and ever afier appealed toa generai election asa 
proof that **the war contioued to be the wags of the people of England.” 
Such is the inconsistency of human character, and sech the shocking 
prostitation of which itis capable! 

The debate Just quoted was a singular instance of the two great 
leaders of the opposite parties concurring in the same important mea- 
sure. Mr. Pitehimseif concluded by moving, ** Thatleave be given to 
* bring ina bill to amend the representation of the people in Parlia- 
‘ment.’ Mr. Pitthad proposed in that bill to purchase the boroughs 
of their proprietors wilh the public. money s but Mr, Fox deelared, © He 
‘* never would agree to admit the purchasing from a majority of elee- 
“tors the property of the whole. In this he saw so much injustice, and 
* so much repugnance to the truespiritof our Constitution, that be couid 
nutentertain tive idea fora momenut.. He was uniformly of an opi- 
nion, which though nota popular one, he was ready to aver, that the 
right of governing was not property, buta trust; and that whatever 
was given for Constitutional purposes, should be resumed when those 
parposes could no longer be carried into effect.” 


Ata ‘* Quarter before four in ihe morning ” the House divided on Mr. 
Pitt's motion. Ayes, 174 3. Noes, 2t8—See Parl. Hist. vol, xxv. p. 432 
to 475, 

Sir, among other reformations I would recommend, As, that the Ilo- 
nourable House do return to these wholesome hours of meeting which 
my Lord Clarendon informs us were between eight and twelve o'clock 
‘a the morning: the intellects of many Right Honourable members 
weuld be much less wauddled, their stomachs somewhat recovered the re- 


. 


7~ 
© 


teitawee theie administiation ; yet it would be unwise for the people of 








pletion of the Treasury dinners ¢ and the interests of the nation cowd 
not fail to be much benefitted thereby, 
-99 


Extracts from the Debate in the House of Commons, May 26th, 1797, 
on Lord Grey's movon fora Reform in Parliament, extracted trom the 
original Reportin bWoodsjall’s Debates. 


Mr. Grey. ‘ In France a Revolution Hap taken place, the princi- 
“ples of which at Jeast tu which it originated, whatever others might 
‘think of them, he should always defend. With this resolution, then 
‘* before our eves, how ought the people of thiscountry to be governed ? 
** Phe Constitution curhtto be restored to them, and when every abuse 
* was reformed, the system would Jeave them nothing to regret,” 


Mr. Ersxine. The office and character of the House of Commons *¢ is 
* to balance the other branches of the government, to watch with jea- 
** lousy over the executive power, which forthe ends of good and active 
* yovernment, ought to bestroug and poweriul, and to protectalso the 
* popular privileges against the encreachments of aristecratic influence 
and authority. That the House of Commons once fulfilled this office 
‘“iscertain. ‘That all our liberties were secured ad established by its 
constant exercise is uchuowledged. But human establishments are 
** pot formed for immortality ; they must change insenisibly wilh the insen- 
** sthle changes tn human affairs, or they must perish by vielence. The 
** Revolution and its consequences in the erection of a mighty empire 
‘Sand a vast revenue, has totally changed the face of things, The 
Crown iuvstead of being balanced aud curbed in this,house, has during 
‘*the greatest part of this century, erected its standard within these 
‘walls, and thrown the first privileges of the people into the scale of 
the prerogative to govern the nation at pleasure WIrHhouT ANY CON- 
“TeoUuLAPALL. So far, indeed, is the House of Cummens trom being a 
*S contfroul upon the civwn, that it is the great engine of tls power. This, 
‘isin plain bnglish, the degraded disgracefal state of this assembly 
‘“Satthismoment. @he crown secures al! the men of influence, property, 
** and consideration in parliament; aud they carry the peeple with them 
** until they are at last brought to their senses by calamity and impend- 
‘ing ruin, My proposition, therefore, is, that the House of Commons 
** has VOVALLY Lost ils original cffice and charucler asa balance against 
“ the croun.”’ 

Lorp Hawkesnury. ‘** But really there was no foundation for the 
* cowmpiaints which had been exhibited against the present cepresenta- 
tion of the people, So far was the House of Commons at this moment 
from speaking any language but thatof the people of this country, 
* thatihey went hand in hand together. So far was the House ef Come 
** mons from innovating upon the privilege of the people, that he would 
** pledge bim-self to prove that the popular power was continually improv 
“ing, and thatthe Lerse of Commons was now more popular than 
ever ith .d been before this time !’’ 

‘ir, Suernipan. Some close borenghs it secmed had been thrown 
Open. * These two or tiree little instances: were excellent inthe opi+ 
‘“nion of the noble Lord, a great acquisition: to the people, bit the 
‘Sinaking this general would be a greatevil, The question was now 
* boldly put, where did the people see their grievances? They saw 
**themin the extension of the excise laws, They saw them in the stop 
** page that was put upon their speeches to each other. They saw them 
‘Sin the erection of barracks all over the kingdom They saw them in 
** the votes of the House of Commons, by which their money wassquan- 
‘dered upon objects that were never defined. They saw them in the 
** money which wassent tothe Continent without the consent, or even 
** kuowledge of Parliament. But the noble Lord had said, ‘shew me 
** that the Close boroughs have done more harmtoan any other places? 
** ble did net koow woatthe Lord meant by **harm.’? He could shew 
him thatthe proprietors of these close boroughs had acted on a princ&® 
ple which should be cut up by theroats, or this country would Le undene, 
He would say that they bad bowght boroughs, aad ajlerwards voleg 
‘away the money and the vights of the people, as if both had been ther 
** own absolute property. We could shew him persons, who coald not 
‘* indeed buy man, because that was net yet to be done, but who bought 
* and sold burvoughs, and with these sold the dcarest interests of the peo- 
“pie. Men who voted away all public principle for favours of this 
** kind. were the mosi proffigate and contemptible characters in the 
‘kingdom, And here he must repeat what he had said on former oc- 
* casions, that excess of conduct was the vatural effeet af all revolu- 
*S tions When inen shook off their slavery. When men are under the 
hecessity of recovering their liberty by force, they are vaturally in- 
‘temperate. Mau was not born to have property in man, and if be 
** persists in anaintatiing thathe has, there isuno wonder when he falls a 
* vietiin ohis owniniquity and presumption, This ought to be alesson 
“tous. He,therefore sunenied credit for sincerity when he declared 
‘thathe supported this notion from his heart, because he thought in 
‘his conscience, ittended to restore to the people some of the purit 
** of their originally excellent coustituiiop, aud lo save (he stale from 
ruin, 
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Mr, FOX. —© Let us try (hem by the only means which experience $ Lt pcople with the grace and favour of a spontancoasact. IWhai wil 


** demoustrates to be invincible, let as address ourselves to their love, 
** Jetus identify them with ourselves, let us make it their own cause as 
** well as ours; to induce them to come forward in support of the state, 
**let us make them a part of the state, and this they become the very 
‘* instant you give them a Elouse of Commons, that 1s the faithful organ of 
** their will; then, Sit, when you have made them feel and believe that 
** there can be but onc interest in the country, you will never call upon 
** them in vain for exertion, Can this be the case as the Houseof Commons 
** is now constituted? Can they think so if they review the adininistra- 
*‘ tion of the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt), every part of which 
** must convince thein that the present representation isa mockery anda 
** shadow? I shall-not trouble you, Sir, with going over the whole of 
** that series of disasterous measures, that have forced upon the country 
** the impression that the House of Commons has lost its efficacy in the sys- 
** tem of Government. The whole of this system as it is now carried on, 
** is as outrageous to morality, as itis pernicious to just government; it 
** gives a scandal to our character, which not merely degrades the 
** House of Commons in the eyes of the people, but it does more, tt un- 
** dermines the very principles of integrity in their hearts, and gives a 
*€ fashion to dishonesty and iniposture. They hear of a person giving or 
** receiving four or tive thousand pounds as the purchase-money ofa 
** seat for a close borough ; and they hear the very man who received 
**and put into his pocket the money, mike a loud, a vehement speech 
** in this house against bribery ; and they see him, perhaps, move for the 
** commitment to prison of a poor unfortunate wretch at your bar, who 
** has’ been convicted of taking a single guinea for his vote in the very 
** borough perhaps where he had publicly and anblashingly sold his in- 
** fluence, though that miserable guinea was necessary to save a family 
** from starving under the horrors of a war which he had contributed to 

- * bring upon the country ! Sir, these are the things which paralyze yon 
“* to the heart ; these are the things that vitiate the whole system, that 
** spread degeneracy, hypocrisy, and sordid fraud over the country, 
“* ond take from us the energies of virtue, and sap the foundations of pa- 
** triotisin and spirit. 


** The system which encourages so much vice ought tobe put an end to, 
“* and it is no argument that because it lasted a long time without mis- 
** chief, itought now to be continued, when it is found so pernicious; it 
*- has arisen to a height that defeats the end of government; it must 
** sink under its own weakness. But, Sir, there is a lumping considera- 
** tion, if | may be allowed the phrase, which now mote than ever ought 
** to make every mana convert to Parliamentary Reform: there is an 
** annual revenue of 23 millions sterling collected by the executive go- 
*‘ vernment from the people. Here, Sir, is the despot of election; here 
** isthe new power that has grown ap to magnitude, that bears down 
** before itevery defensive barrier established by our ancestors for the 
** protection of the people. Our most illustrious patriots, and the men 
** whose. memories are the dearest to Englishmen, have long ago pointed 
** ot PARLIAMENTARY: REFORM as the ONLY MEANS of redressing na- 
*‘ tional grievance. I need not inform you that Sir George Saville was 
** its most strenuous advocate ;’1 need not tell you that the venerable 
** and illustrious Camden was through life a steady adviser of seasonable 
** reform; Nay, Sir, to a certain degree we have the authority of Mr. 
** Burke himself for the propriety of correcting the abuses of our sys- 
*‘tem; for gentlemen will remember the memorab!e answer that he 
** gave to the argument that was used for our right of taxing America, 
** on the score of their being virtually represented ; and that they were 
**in the same situation as Birmingham, Manchester, and Sheffield, 
*** What,’ said Mr. Burke, ‘ when the people of America look up to 
** you with the eyes of filia! love and affection, will you turn to them the 
** shameful parts of your constitution ?’ 


** With then the concurrent testimony of so many authoritics for cor- 
** recting our abuses, why do we hesitate ? can we do any harm by ex- 
“* periment? can we possibly put ourselves into a worse condition than 
** we are? what advantages we shall gain I know not; I think we 
** shall gain many ; I think we shall gain at least the chance of warding 
** off the evil of confusion, growing out of accumulated discontent ; think 
** that we shall save ourselves from the evil that has fallen upon Ireland ; 
** I think that we shall satisfy the moderate, and take even from the 
** violent, ifany such their be, the power of increasing their numbers, 
** and of making converts ‘to their schemes. This, Sir, is MY soreMn 
“* opinion, and upon this ground it is that Lrecommend with earnestness 

‘ and solicitude the proposition of my Hon. Friend. Sir, J have done, 
** Thave given my advice. L propose the remedy, and rarac will it be 
** fov England if pride and prejudice shallmauch lenger continue to oppose 
‘it, The remedy which is proposed is simple, easy, and practicable ; 
** it doesnot touch the vitals of the constitution; and [ sincerely believe 
**thatit willrestore us to strength and harmony. Do you think that 
* you must net come to a parliamentary reform soon, and ts id not dettcr 
** to come to it when you have the power of deliberation, than when perhaps 
* jf{may be EXTORYED FROM YOU BY CONVULSION ; there is yet time to 


@ frame it with freedom and discussion; it will evep yet goto the | 





* Ut be-when it is extorted from you with indignation and violence ? God 
‘* forbid that this should be the case, but now is the moment to preveut 
‘it; and now I say wisdom and policy recommend it to you, when 
** you may enter into all the considerations to which it leads, rather than 
** to postpone it to atime when you will have nothing to consider but the 
““ number and force of those who demand it.” 

Ove more authority I shalladduce which will be fonndio Mr. Ben- 
tham’s work (page ccli.) the opinion of DEAN swiry (ashe weli remarks 
it) is a gag for scoraers on three several subjects viz, on standing armies, 
demand for revolution, and annual parliaments. Itis ina letter to 
Pope, aud must be regarded as a cool and firm opinion addressed to a 
confidential friend, the result of long experience and dispassionate 
reflection. 

** As to what is called a revolution principle, my opinion was this : — 
** that whenever those evils, which usually attend and follow a violent 
“change of government, were not in probability so pernicious as the 
* crievance we suffer under apresent power, then the public good wiil 
** justify sucha revelation; and this Llook to have been the case in the 
‘ Prince of Orange’s expedition, although in the consequences, is 
* produced some very bad effects which are likely to stick long enough 
** by us, 

*- ] had likewise in those daysamortal antipathy against standing 
‘Sarmies in times of peace: because L always took standing armies to 
*¢ be oNly servants hired by the master of the family for keeping his own 
‘*childgen in slavery; and because that 1 conceived that a Prince 
“who could notthink himself secure without mercenary troops, must 
“needs have aseparate interest from that of his subjeets :—although f 
‘am not ignorant of those artificial necessities which a corrupted minis- 
‘* try can create, for keeping up forces to support a faction against the 
public interest. 

** As to parliaments, I adored the wisdom of that gothic institution, 
which makes them annual ; and I was confident, our liberty could 
neverbe placed upon a firm foundatiou until tbat ancient law were 
restored among us. For, whe sees notthat while such assemblies are 
permitted tohave a longer duration, there grows up a commerce of 
correption between the ministry and the deputies, wherein they botk 
find their accounts to the manifest danger of liberty? which traftic 
would neither answer the design nor expense, if parliaments met ounce 
ayear,’’ 

Now, Sir, when we consider the solemn oath taken by amember of 
the House of Commons, in which he calls Almighty God to witness that 
he will legislate to the best of his disinterested judgment in support of 
the dignity of the Crown and the welfare of the people. When we conu- 
sider the sacred prayer daily read at the table of the honourable house, 
Leseeching that, ‘* We thine UNWoRTRY servants, here gathered toge- 
‘*ther in thy name, do most humbly beseech thee to send down thy 
‘* heavenly wisdom from above, to direct and guide us in all our consul- 
** tations; and grant that we having thy fear always before our eyes, 
** and laying aside all private interests, prejudices, and partial affec- 
*tions,&c.”’ When we consider the numerous statutes against treason, 
bribery, and corruption, in what terms am [ to express my indignation 
and my hatred of the characters alluded to in the foregoing extracts? Is 
it not, as Lord Bolingbroke asserted, ** an instance of the most aban- 
doned and villainous prostitution as the most corrupt age never saw ?”’ 

We have heard much of the licentiousness of the press. How traitor- 
ous and irreligious is the licentiousness ef those venal slaves, who re- 
ceiving their per centage from the borough-mongering peculation, defend 
it as the perfection of loyalty to the King, devotion to the public weal, 
and piety to God! How libellous are those infamous writings, villifying 
the private and public character of every patriot who faces corruption. 
But, Sir, Ll have placed this matter in its true light; they, have now vo 
alternative left; they must either confess the flaming corruption, or must 
brand the characters of those men they have been accustomed to deify. 

Sir, I must now conclude, having taken up too much of your space. 
In my next letter L shall beg leave to offer a few remarks on the conse- 
quences of this infamous corruption, and en the advantages we are said 
to have derived from it. 


Parish of St. James’ Nov. 1, 1817. IMnAc. 
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